
ARABIAN TALES

Together WE Thrive... Keeping the Promise

Late Spring 2025
VOLUME XLIII

Official Publication of El Zaribah Shrine in Phoenix, Arizona

Welcome to spring and 
summer! Travel safe, stay 
cool, and we will see 

you in August!



PAGE 2 - Arabian Tales Phoenix, Arizona

Arabian Tales is the Official Publication of El 
Zaribah Shriners, 552 N. 40th Street, Phoenix, AZ 
85008 (602)231-0300

The Arabian Tales is published 6 times a year in 
January, March, May, August, October, and 
December

No contents of this publication may  be 
reproduced without the written authorization of 
the editor.

Arabian Tales can be reached via email: Arabian.
Tales@el-zaribah.org

EDITOR: Leo Balthazor, PP  W: 602-231-0300 
552 North 40th Street, Phoenix, AZ. 85008 
Cell: 602-740-5635  |  FAX: 602-231-8737 
E-Mail: Arabian.Tales@El-Zaribah.org

LAYOUT & DESIGN EDITOR:  Krista Harmsworth 
Web Designs Arizona LLC 
E-Mail: Arabian.Tales@El-Zaribah.org

COPY EDITOR: Bobbie Balthazor 
Web Designs Arizona LLC 
E-Mail: Arabian.Tales@El-Zaribah.org

TEMPLE PHOTOGRAPHERS: Allen Nichols  602-617-
4504  |  Wally Sanville 480-440-2185

REPORTERS: One member from each Unit and 
Club

* NOTE: ALL ARTICLES MAY BE EDITED FOR CONTENT 
AND SPACE.

* NOTICE - Proceeds of all El Zaribah Shriners 
functions are only for the benefit of Shriners 
Hospitals for Children where so stated within 
the advertising material pertaining to that 
particular affair. Also, some donations are not 
tax deductible.

DEADLINE
All copy, advertising, and cancellations are 

due by the 1st day of the month preceding the 
month of publication.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Elected Divan 
POTENTATE: Lou Miranda	 C 480-712-2258
potentate@el-zaribah.org
 
CHIEF RABBAN: Rich Davis	 C 619-598-4278
chiefrabban@el-zaribah.org

ASSISTANT RABBAN: Bruce Labell	 C 602-402-7877 
asstrabban@el-zaribah.org
 
HIGH PRIEST & PROPHET: Roger Tricco
hpp@el-zaribah.org	 C 408-857-3360

ORIENTAL GUIDE: Bill Enloe	 C 480-986-2047
orientalguide@el-zaribah.org

RECORDER: Ken Neusch 	 C 516-456-7737
recorder@el-zaribah.org

TREASURER: Scott Mudd	 C 602-741-7454
treasurer@el-zaribah.org

Appointed Divan
1st Ceremonial Master: Tom Bland, PP		  971-241-9356
2nd Ceremonial Master: 	Jim Contreras 602-820-2008
Temple Director: Ben Carrillo			   602-758-5169
Marshal: Jim Leppert				    602-369-9353
Captain of the Guard: Carl Eschenbrenner 480-252-8434
Outer Guard: Brian Gay				    623-229-0994
Chaplain: Ron Miller				    602-381-5655
Chief of Staff: James “JJ” Jennings, PP		  602-821-2327

Imperial Board of Trustees
Ed Stolze, Past Imperial Potentate			   623-810-9990

Office Staff
JANE SHELDON:  office@el-zaribah.org
THERESA HARRIS:  membership@el-zaribah.org 
HOSPITAL OFFICE:  hospital@el-zaribah.org 
ARABIAN TALES: Arabian.Tales@el-zaribah.org

RENTALS: rentals@el-zaribah.org

WEBSITES
http://www.el-zaribah.org

http://www.shrinersinternational.org/
http://www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org/

http://www.beashrinernow.com

PHONE NUMBERS

MAIN OFFICE -- (602) 231-0300

RED FEZ  --  (602) 231-8733
after 4:30 p.m.  |  weekends & holidays

EVENTS COORDINATOR -- (602) 231-0300



Shriners International  - PAGE 3Late Spring 2025

Note From the Pote...
Nobles, Ladies, and Guests,
As the warm embrace of summer approaches, I would like to take this opportunity to reflect 

on some of the remarkable achievements of the past few months, and it fills my heart with great 
pride to see the strength and vibrancy of our beloved fraternity. While our regular meetings may 
slow down during the summer months, let us remember that the enthusiasm for our mission and 
our spirit of fellowship must never take a break.

I am pleased to share that we have welcomed thirteen new nobles into our fraternity during 
this past Spring Ceremonial! Each new member brings a level of fresh energy, new ideas, and 
a commitment to carry forward the legacy of our great fraternity. As we reflect on this exciting 
expansion, let us also acknowledge the role each of you plays in making El Zaribah a welcoming, inclusive, and inspiring 
community. It is your enthusiasm, your dedication, and your example that will inspire others to take the necessary steps to 
join us.

A Marvelous Easter Brunch: Just this past spring, we gathered together to celebrate our annual Easter Brunch—a truly 
wonderful event that embodied the spirit of camaraderie and generosity that defines our fraternity. From the delicious food 
to the laughter shared among friends, this event reminded us of the bonds that unite us and the joy we experience in each 
other’s company.

I want to express my heartfelt thanks to all who helped make the Easter Brunch a tremendous success, from the planning 
stages to the day of the event. It is your hard work and commitment that make all the difference.

The Extraordinary Shriners Golf Tournament: Another incredible achievement that deserves special mention was the 
tremendous success of our Shriners Golf Tournament. This event brought together golfers from throughout the Phoenix area 
(and some from outside of Arizona!) for a day of friendly competition, fun, and fellowship. The turnout was extraordinary, 
and it is clear that our community is eager to support the work of the Shriners in such a meaningful way.

A heartfelt “thank you” to all those who organized, participated in, and supported the golf tournament. Your efforts made 
this event a resounding success, and it is a testament to what we can accomplish when we work together.

Looking Ahead - Imperial Session in Atlanta: As we head into summer, there is much to look forward to with the 
upcoming Imperial Session in Atlanta. This event will bring together Shriners from all over the world, not only to conduct 
the important business of our organization, but also to renew friendships, celebrate our shared achievements, and strengthen 
the bonds of fellowship. The Imperial Session is always filled with inspiring speakers, enjoyable activities, and opportunities 
for Shriners of all ages to connect.

I encourage each of you to make plans to attend if you are able. There is no better way to experience the true spirit of 
Shriners International than by joining us at this remarkable gathering. The Imperial Session will provide an invaluable 
opportunity for personal growth, enrichment, and fellowship. I know it will be a time of fun, learning, and making memories 
that will last a lifetime. 

A Call to Action: Although summer means a slower pace for some of 
our regular meetings, it also offers us a unique opportunity to reach out, 
renew old connections, and get involved in new ways. The strength of El 
Zaribah lies in our collective spirit, and it is this spirit that will carry us 
into the future. I urge each of you to continue the work of recruiting new 
members, sharing the excitement of our events, and living out the values 
that make us who we are. The more we involve ourselves, the more 
we inspire others to join us. Together, we can ensure that El Zaribah 
continues to thrive for generations to come. Let us continue to keep the 
flame of enthusiasm burning brightly, and let us welcome new nobles 
into our ranks with open arms.

Thank you for all that you do, and for your continued commitment 
to making El Zaribah great!  I look forward to all we will accomplish 
together in the coming months.

My best regards,
Lou Miranda, Past Master
2025 Potentate

OFFICIAL CALL OF THE POTENTATE

Nobility of El Zaribah
MONTHLY STATED MEETING

Wednesday,
September 10, 2025

7:00 pm

For the Purpose of Old and New Business
Lou Miranda, Potentate
Ken Neusch, PP, Recorder
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Who's Who...
SHRINERS international. REPRESENTATIVES 
Lou Miranda				    C 480-712-2258
Rich Davis				    C 619-598-4278

HOSPITAL CHAIRMAN 
Darryl Mandrell		  C 248-802-8705

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR CHILDREN
Jim Grone (Emeritus member)		  Pasadena
Imp. Sir Ed Stolze, PP (Emeritus member)	 Pasadena
Richard Fasano		  Pasadena
Jim Thomas		  Pasadena
J. “Hut” Hutson, PP		  Salt Lake City
Chuck Leon (Emeritus member)		  Salt Lake City
Randy Peters, PP		  Salt Lake City
Ken Neusch, PP		  Salt Lake City
Chris Hagenian, PP (Emeritus member)	 Mexico City

TEMPLE ATTORNEY:
Michael Saltz					     C 480-628-6545

When will we see 
YOU as one of our
“FIVE STAR” Friends?

Are YOU on our List of Friends??

Donations to this fund will help offset the cost of 
delivering The Arabian Tales to you and others.  A $10 
donation to The Arabian Tales publishes your name for 

one year.

Contact or visit the Shrine office for details.

* Donation expires this month 
+ Donation expires next month

Thank you for your generosity.
If you would like to learn more about making

donations to Shrine Charities.

Please contact the El Zaribah Shrine Temple 
602-231-0300 or www.el-zaribah.org

Inside this Edition
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March 2025
Membership Report

Passed Through the Unseen Portals
Steven Lee Gearhart  |  James C Hedberg  |  Alfred H Lara

The above named Noble(s) were reported to the Recorder’s Office since our last publication.
The families and friends are in our thoughts and prayers.

Membership Numbers
Membership 2/28/25: 923

Regular Members: 835
Associate Members: 88

Membership 3/31/25: 917
Regular Members: 829
Associate Members: 88

Created
Damon  Bose  |  Devon A Bradley

Matthew C Gilliam-Baker  |  Dennis A Harps
Mark R Kelsey  |  Anthony   McCandless
Ricardo E Mediano II  |  Brock W Phillips
Eric P Singleton  |  Derreck J Thompson
Kenneth   Watkinson  |  Keith U Williams

Nathan J Wissinger  | Roy   Wright

Demitted
Michael D Coontz  |  Kenneth G Lonoff

Suspended
Michael Robert Milner

Remember “Just One,” the 
future of our fraternity

relies on your commitment.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
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From the High Priest & Prophet

Editorial From an Old Red Fez...
We have all traveled through some troubling times since COVID first struck. Thankfully, we 

have survived, and now it is time to renew ourselves. As Shriners, we need to have fun and get 
the word out about Shriners Hospitals for Children.

One of the best ways to do this while having a good time is to attend El Zaribah Shrine 
functions, Shrine Club meetings, Shrine Unit meetings, and go to the Shrine Parades as a 
participant or spectator. 

If you are not currently a member of a Club or Unit and would like to get involved, Clubs and 
Units are looking for you.

The Clubs and Units are listed on https://el-zaribah.org/units-clubs, and you can find who to 
contact for each one there.

Check out the Club or Unit you may be interested in. Check out several if they look interesting 
to you. The Nobles, who are members, will be happy to show you the ropes and make you feel 
at home.

By participating in Units that do the parades, you are a welcome sight and a fine advertisement 
for the Shriners and Our Hospitals.

You will reward yourself and become even more excited about what you do for our Kids and 
yourself.

Fraternally,
A Noble who has learned about and enjoyed the Shrine for over 50 years

Nobles, once again it is that time of year that our Temple goes dark for the summer.  But does 
that mean that all of our fun and camaraderie goes away?  Certainly not!  At least it doesn’t have 
to. 

At your next Unit/Club meeting, consider organizing a summer event away from the Shrine 
where you can come together as a group and share an activity that you all enjoy.  Have you 
already met?  There is always email to get input from your group.  The possibilities are endless.  
This is also a time to invite the ladies and depending on the event maybe even the kids.

So let your imagination run and decide what you will do this summer as a group.  Just because 
we are dark doesn’t mean that you have to be.  Enjoy!!

Roger Tricco
High Priest and Prophet
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EASTER BRUNCH
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Night of  Giving & Excitement Night of  Giving & Excitement 
Lucky Q GalaLucky Q Gala  

Saturday, October 4Saturday, October 4, 202, 20255
EEl Zaribah - Auditoriuml Zaribah - Auditorium

552 N 40th Street552 N 40th Street
Phoenix, AZ 85008Phoenix, AZ 85008

Gala Starts at 5:00 Gala Starts at 5:00 pmpm

Get ready for a night of FUN, FOOD, anGet ready for a night of FUN, FOOD, andd GIVING BACK  GIVING BACK 
at our at our LUCKY LUCKY Q GALA NIGHTQ GALA NIGHT  
Treat yourself to a memorable,Treat yourself to a memorable, formal night out  formal night out 

That combines great food, great company, and the thrill of winning.That combines great food, great company, and the thrill of winning.    
Your ticket includesYour ticket includes  –  Dinner for two, Complimentary Wine, aDinner for two, Complimentary Wine, andnd

One entry into our exclusive reverse raffle – One entry into our exclusive reverse raffle – where you could walk away with the where you could walk away with the 

$10,000 Grand Prize! 
  

Only 1Only 175 tickets will be sold75 tickets will be sold – Giving you excellent odds! – Giving you excellent odds!
Attire: While this is a formal evening, tuxedos are not required. We kindly ask that guests dress to While this is a formal evening, tuxedos are not required. We kindly ask that guests dress to  
impress—no jeans, shorts or t-shirts, please. Think cocktail dresses, dress shirts, slacks, and stylish impress—no jeans, shorts or t-shirts, please. Think cocktail dresses, dress shirts, slacks, and stylish 
evening wear.evening wear.

  Don’t miss yoDon’t miss your chance to WIN BIG while supporting a great cause!ur chance to WIN BIG while supporting a great cause!
All for just $225! (early bird price until - July 31st)

$200 for a Ticket no-meals   
EaEat Well, Give Back, and Maybe Win Big!t Well, Give Back, and Maybe Win Big!

Payment options and more informationcan 
can be found by using the QR Code

or  contact Inky or Peggy at 630-888-0788.

The evening kicks off with a Charcuterie Station, 
followed with a Greek Salad

a choice of either a
Roasted 1/2 Chicken in a Lemon Sauce or or Delicious Seasoned Steak 

Entree’s are served with, Roasted Yukon Gold Potatoes with Rosemary & Olive Oil 
Broccoli, Yellow & Green Zucchini sauteed with garlic. Finishing with a varietry of Desserts.
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UNITS & CLUBS
CLOWNS UNIT

The El Zaribah 
Clown Unit has 
been active in 

support of the Temple and its 
community outreach events 
during the spring. The phrase 
“here come the clowns” is 
used to introduce the Clown 
Unit to the attendees at the 
local parades, which is met 
with applause and laughter, as 
the clowns interact with the 
kids and their families along 
the parade route.

Several of the clowns 
attended the spring ceremonial 
to provide an introduction to 
the Clown Unit to the newly 
initiated Nobles and their 
families. They were able to 
make balloon animals and 
flowers during the event.

During the most recent 
stated meeting, two members 
of the unit, David “Squirty” 
Neal and Jeff “Boo Boo” 
Butler were given certificates 
of recognition for their 
contribution and service to El 
Zaribah.

In addition, an unnamed 
member of the Unit was able 
to make an appearance as the 
Easter Bunny during the Easter 
Brunch.

GREETERS UNIT
by Rob Lowe
Parade Split 

Squad
The Greeters Unit members 

split up into two squads 
on Saturday May 19th to 
participate in two simultaneous 
events.  While some of 
the Nobles represented the 
Shrine at the Ahwatukee 
Easter Parade, the remainder 
helped to welcome the 
latest crop of Shriners at the 
Spring Ceremonial. Once the 
Ahwatukee parade concluded, 
the whole unit reunited at the 
Shrine to mix with the new 
Nobles, and show their spirit 
in the Ceremonial Parade.  
Clearly, the Greeters love a 
parade!

GreeterMobile Update
The GreeterMobile is 

close to resuscitation!  The 
GreeterMobile’s Caretaker 

and Chief Mechanic, Jim 
“Jimbo” Contreras, has 
received a rebuilt engine and 
transmission.  The Greeters 
had an installation party on 
Sunday, April 27th, at Jimbo’s 
Yard to commemorate the 
milestone of reinstalling 
the engine.  More work will 
need to be done before the 
GreeterMobile is ready for the 
road; however, getting the new 
motor in is certainly worthy of 

celebration.  
Gun Raffle Update
Great news- all Gun Raffle 

tickets have been sold, and the 
raffle is closed!  The drawing 
will be held at the May 14th El 
Zaribah Shrine stated meeting, 
and the winning ticket drawn 
by Potentate Lou Miranda.  
The lucky winner will pick up 
the pair of Smith & Wesson 
9mm firearms at Bear Arms 
Firearms in Scottsdale, AZ.  
The Greeters plan on holding 
another raffle in the fall, 
with funds going towards the 
GreeterMobile beautification 
project. 
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Mounted Patrol
by, Fred Engle
All Mounted Patrol 

has been absent at 
the last couple of 

Parades due to a shortage of 
Caballos.  As in we ain’t got 
any!  But don’t think we are 
down and out yet.  There is a 
plan in formulation that I am 
not able to reveal at this time.  
I can tell you it is a bit wacky 
and certain to be fun.  So please 
stay tuned as things develop.  I 
hope to have it hatched by the 
next stated meeting.

Temple Guard Unit
by, Dave Shaff
The Temple Guard 

Picnic held on April 
27th in Scottsdale’s 

Eldorado Park was a Culinary 
Success.  The weather was 
cool and dry, which added to 
flavors  produced by Head Chef 
Ron Miller (especially for his 

The Hillbillies Club held 
its first 2025 event after last 
year’s reorganization, with 
a new members’ Hillbilly 
Degree Ceremony held 
adjacent to, and after, the 
Temple Guard picnic.  Getting 
underway had been delayed as 
the Hillbillies had difficulties 
in getting a bank to open a 
low-cost non-profit account, 
but this has been resolved 
and new Hats, Pins, etc., will 
be ordered.  Due to the “gap” 
between old and new staffing, 
we suspect that members may 
not have received membership 
certificates. Anybody 
without their “true” Hillbilly  
documentations should contact 
Cus’n David Shaff, Keeper of 
the Notes.  Le Habiraz Clan # 
65 of the International Shrine 
Hillbillies differs from some 
other Shrine clubs as both 
Nobles and their Ladies are 
equal members.

Tentative plans are to have 
a  full meeting and update the 
Facebook page -- Le Habiraz 
#65 and work on an Outhouse 
Float so that we can participate 
in El Zaribah parades.

“customized” brats and grilled 
burgers!). Cold refreshments 
were supplemented by a legal-
one-day beer & wine license.

The Temple Guard  recently 
helped the Greeters host the 
Crab Fest which was another 

g a s t r o n o m i c 
triumph.  Prompted 
by El Zaribah’s 
Parade Chaiman,  

Jasper Nichols, a rebuild of 
the Temple Guard’s 3 “small 
racing cars” is underway to 
put them back-on-the-road 
within the near future.  Last 
year’s TG Weekend in Mund’s 
Park, planned as a “cool time” 
was cancelled due to a frying 
109˚F and with forecasts for 
an even hotter summer, the 
Temple Guard is studying 
where-and-how to host a cool 
weekend for us all.

Hillbilly club
Le Habiraz Clan # 65 of the 

International Shrine Hillbillies
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OUT and ABOUT
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QADESH #35
Daughters of the Nile
Stephany Jess, Queen

Shoes and 
O r g a n i z a t i o n s : 
More Similar Than 
You Might Imagine

Form, function, 
and fit are 

attributes that apply to shoes 
and organizations. Well, that’s 
an odd thought, and one might 
wonder how they tie together. 
It all began as a Saturday event 
at the Shrine, and a Queen 
must be fully put together from 
crown to toes.

I slid on the shoes and admired 
their form: a sleek suede pump 
with a shorter heel (as time 
passes, there is an inverse 
relationship between age and 
heel height), a nice neutral 
color, with plenty of toe room 
for the widening of the foot as 
age advances. The versatility 
of function for this particular 
shoe was pleasing. Long or 
short skirt, and these shoes 
would work with dressy pants. 
They were a fortunate thrift 
store find. The fit, however, 
left a bit to be desired, being a 
half size too large.

Organizations have the same 
attributes of form, function, 
and fit. Daughters of the Nile, as 
do all Masonic organizations, 

has a form. The ritual is filled 
with life truths and meaning; 
a blueprint for walking in this 
turbulent world. The vows 
and obligations are something 
pulled into the heart and mind 
and form part of who I am 
becoming. The lessons taught 
by each member in the ritual 
are memorable individually, 
but when looking at the overall 
message, Daughters of the 
Nile exemplifies the saying 
“the whole is greater than the 
sum of its parts.”

All organizations have a 
function. That function might 
be the support of others in a 
professional aspect, creating 
personal growth, or in the 
form of community action. 
Daughters of the Nile, like 
the Shrine, supports Shriners 
Children’s. Through our 
fundraising efforts, we have 
contributed over $70 million 
since our founding in 1924. 
In addition, countless hours 
are volunteered and donated 
items to the children exceed 
one million dollars annually. 
As a retired teacher, the focus 
on children is important to me 
personally.

I’ve belonged to multiple 
organizations, and some 
just didn’t ‘fit.’ There isn’t 
anything wrong with the 
organizations, and each one 

was deserving and worthwhile, 
but they just didn’t work for 
me. Fortunately, Daughters of 
the Nile fits better than those 
shoes! That fit revolves around 
the saying “be the woman who 
fixes another woman’s crown.”

The crown I currently wear 
is a symbol of the faith my 
peers have in me to represent 
them and the Daughters of the 
Nile. In reality, every woman 
in the organization wears a 
metaphorical crown. Staying 
true to the meaning of the 
saying, each woman quietly 
supports and uplifts another, 
offering help, support, and 
encouraging personal growth 
in a safe environment. I have 
tripped, fallen, bloodied my 
knees, and been picked up 
quietly by other women. I’ve 
been loved and supported time 
and again by women who are 
beautiful in spirit and soul. 
My place among them, though 
I’ve doubted my worthiness, is 
welcomed and celebrated. This 
is what makes Daughters of 
the Nile a perfect organization 
that fits the imperfect me.

Membership requirements 
in Daughters of the Nile are 
similar to any of the other 
Masonic-affiliated groups; 
having a male relation who 
is a Mason in good standing. 
Additionally, as a patient 

LADIES ORGANIZATIONS
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What a fantastic 
way to kick off the 

year!  Join Sphinx Ct #65, 
LOSNA, at our Installation 
of Officers March 29th 
at 11 am, honoring Lady 
Marcia Cherry, Retiring High 
Priestess; Mechelle Gaines, 
High Priestess – Elect along 
with the court officers and 
aides.  As we begin the year, 
we quickly head to Kansas 
City, MO for our annual 
Grand Council, May 17 
– 24, before we run off to 
play for the summer while 
prepping for our Regional 
Conference, Sept 18 – 20, 
hosted by us, Sphinx Ct.  
Stay tuned for upcoming fun 
calendar dates and activities.  
The line officers, officers, 
and members look forward 
to working with the Nobles 
and the Divan while making 
memories and sharing 
laughter this year.

of Shriners Children’s, you are eligible 
for membership. We are also able to do 
some genealogy research for relatives to 
determine eligibility. If you feel Daughters 
of the Nile might be a ‘perfect fit’ for you, 
reach out to a member, your male Masonic 
member, or check out the website at www.
daughtersofthenile.org.

Cinderella, we have your shoe!

SPHINX CT #65
Ladies Oriental Shrine

Lady Mechelle Gaines, High 
Priestess

Howdy, everyone! Ready to party under the 
Sonoran Sunset?

Well, mark your calendars 
for Friday, September 19, 
2025, to party with your 
LOS Ladies and Saturday, 
September 20 to be our 

arm candy. Stay tuned for 
more info to come!!

Lady Debbie Smith, PHP
President of the LOSNA 

Western Area Organized Unit Meet
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Service in the Fraternity Benefits Oneself Too, They Say
Meet the Goughs, of Albuquerque, New Mexico, and 

Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania. This vibrant family of 
Shriners spans generations, from the wise and spirited 
91-year-old great-uncle Norman to the adventurous 
27-year-old grandson Robert.

Despite their varied journeys to joining the fraternity, 
one message rings true: The bonds formed in 
Shrinedom empower them all. Whether it's Norman 
reminiscing about his family's legacy of service or 
Robert sharing his fresh perspective, they all agree – 
being a Shriner isn't just about giving back; it's about 
personal growth and connection.

United as a family, the Goughs’ paths to membership varied, with two of them joining later in 
life. Yet, they all share the same message about being a Shriner: Men make themselves better 
– emotionally, spiritually, socially – when they connect with a larger community of positive 
individuals. That’s true for Norman, as well as for Robert and his generation, they say.

“I tell people the Shrine is great for everybody,” said Norman, whose four brothers and father 
were all Shriners. “It doesn’t just help the children, though that is very important. When you 
become a part of it, you really are helping yourself.”

Meet the Goughs, From Youngest to Oldest
Norman Gough, 91, became a Shriner at 56, following his four brothers and father into the 

fraternity. His brothers badgered him for years to join, he said, but work and family commitments 
held him back. When he retired, he moved to Arizona, where one of his brothers had the Potentate 
of El Zaribah Shriners pester him. It worked, and he jumped in “with both feet.” He joined the 
patrol unit and even learned how to play the glockenspiel, well enough that he was able to play 
solos when called upon.

If you ask Norman what the best part about being in the fraternity has been, he avoids bragging 
about the glockenspiel and takes the camaraderie and personal growth for granted. Instead, he 
points to the children he was able to help get care from Shriners Children’s. “That’s so rewarding,” 
he said.

Bob Gough, 83, likes to joke that retiring has been so hard it’s taken him three attempts to get it 
right. He has a doctorate in engineering from Stanford University. His first job was in the U.S. Air 
Force, where, among other things, he helped test electronic equipment and taught at the U.S. Air 
Force Academy in Colorado.

Then, after his first retirement, he worked at Sandia National Laboratories, in Albuquerque, 

Four Generations Share Familial, 
Fraternal Bonds
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where he developed systems for verifying other countries’ adherence to nuclear and other arms-
control treaties. After he retired from Sandia, he was selected as the senior American in the onsite 
inspection division of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty Organization. He moved 
to Vienna, Austria, the headquarters of the 
organization, and helped train inspectors from the 
other signatory states.

The award plaque and certificate are presented to 
Norman Gough by Shriners International.

Bob became a Shriner in 2021. Why? Because 
his son, Steven, was Potentate of the Ballut Abyad 
Shriners of Albuquerque. He says he had never 
joined because he was busy with his career and 
relocations. But once his son became Potentate, he 
was proud and needed to support him.

Steve Gough, 58, joined the fraternity when he 
was 30, nine years after becoming a Mason. Before the age of 30, medical school and his medical 
residency as an OB-GYN kept him so busy that he had little time for anything else. Following his 
residency, Steve did a stint in the U.S. Air Force, following in the footsteps of his father. He spent 
much of his time in the Air Force in Nebraska, where he was somewhat active in Masonry.

But then, in 1996, his brother-in-law, Thomas Dinsmore, joined the Ballut Abyad Shriners. Steve, 
who had left the Air Force and returned to Albuquerque to start his civilian medical practice, 
figured he might as well, too. Steve has been very active in the fraternity since, serving as Ballut 
Abyad Potentate in 2021. Currently, he serves as the regional membership director.

Steve thinks little has changed since his great-uncle joined. “I think we’re still helping kids, and 
we’re still having a good time,” he said. “And that’s what really matters.”

Robert Gough, 27, became a Shriner when he was 19 because his friends from DeMolay were 
joining, and he had had a good time in DeMolay. That’s when, despite all his familial familiarity 
with the fraternity, he discovered what the Shriners were all about. He moved away from 
Albuquerque to attend West Texas A&M University, and though he didn’t know anyone in Khiva 
Shriners in Amarillo, they reached out and supported him in a variety of ways, he said. They even 
helped him with the field studies he needed to complete in order to get his degree.

As the youngest member in the family and a member of the Ballut Abyad Shriners Divan, Robert 
thinks the Shriners fraternity is more essential than ever. “The world is always changing, whether 
we like it or not,” he said. “We have to adapt, because especially in a changing world, men need 
connections to something, and to others, more than 
ever.”

The four generations of the Gough family stand 
alongside Junior Past Imperial Potentate Kenneth 
Craven.

“Four Generations Share Familial, Fraternal Bonds.” Shrinersinternational.
org, 5 May 2025, www.shrinersinternational.org/en/news-and-events/
news/2025/05/four-generations-share-familial-fraternal-bonds. Accessed 
14 May 2025.
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1992, Richard H. Russell
2000, Douglas H. Kurbat
2001, Leo R. Balthazor
2002, James L. Willittes
2007, Russell Gunther
2009, James G. Miller
2010, Philip W. Houghton
2011, Thomas W. Calvin
2012, Hon. J. Hut Hutson
2013, Ed Stolze, PIP
2014, Gerry Massey
2015, Chris Hagenian
2016, George Mather
2017, Randy Peters
2018, JC Reece
2019, Ken Neusch
2020, Dana Dobson
2021, Keith Seplak
2022, JJ Jennings
2023, Jim Hoover
2024, Darrell Mandrell

1985, Russell Hinkle, Saladin Shriners – Grand 
Rapids, MI

1988, William E. Sandvig, Zuhrah Shriners – 
Minneapolis, MN

1991, Tom Skoog, Ahmed Shriners – Marquette, MI
1993, Elwin O. Studebaker, Kerak Shriners – Reno, 

NV
1994, Keith Smith, Hillah Shriners – Medford, OR
1999, Joe Pendergast, El Bekal Shriners – Anaheim, 

CA
2000, Phil Pederson, Sabbar Shriners – Tucson, AZ
2002, David A. Gutknecht, Tripoli Shriners – 

Milwaukee, WI
2002, Ron Adams, Kerbela Shriners – Knoxville, TN
2006, Fred Kidston, El Kalah Shriners – Salt Lake 

City, UT
2009, Joel Ozment, Moslem Shriners – Detroit, MI
2009, Coy Love, El Bekal – Anaheim, CA
2014, Thomas H Hauss, Ben Hur – Austin, TX
2015, Tom Bland, Al Kader – Wilsonville, OR
2015, Daniel C. Kelly, Zelzah  – Las Vegas, NV
2017, Donald Ewald, Aad  – Duluth, MN 
2017, Michael Metzler, Al Malaikah  – Los Angeles, 

CA

EL ZARIBAH 
LIVING PAST
POTENTATES

If you would like a 
custom, tailor-made ad 
for the Arabian Tales 

for your 
GROUP’s EVENT

please contact the 
Arabian Tales Editor
602-740-5635

We have space
for your ad HERE

please contact
the Arabian Tales Editor

602-740-5635
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El Zaribah Shrine, El Zaribah Parades, Unit & Club Activities, Ladies Organizations, Holidays in United States Jun 2025 (Mountain Standard Time - Phoenix)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 1 2 3 4 5

6:30pm - HP85 - Degree 

6:30pm - HP85 Practice 

Flag Day

Father's Day 5pm - LOS Patrol Mtng @ Juneteenth 6pm - DANCE PARTY @ 

6pm - DIVAN MTNG @ 

7pm - HP85 Stated 

Imperial Session-Atlanta, GA @ Atlanta, GA, USA

6pm - IMPERIAL PARADE 7pm - IMPERIAL PARADE 

Independence Day

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

El Zaribah Shrine, El Zaribah Parades, Unit & Club Activities, Ladies Organizations, Holidays in United States Jul 2025 (Mountain Standard Time - Phoenix)

29 30 1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 1 2

Imperial Session-Atlanta, GA @ Atlanta, GA, USA

6pm - IMPERIAL PARADE 7pm - IMPERIAL PARADE 

Independence Day

6:30pm - HP85 - Degree 

6:30pm - HP85 Practice 

5pm - LOS Patrol Mtng @ 

5pm - LOS MONTHLY 

6pm - DIVAN MTNG @ 

7pm - HP85 Stated 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

JUNE

JULY
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May Birthdays
1	 Charles W. Krebs
2	  Kenneth M. Anderson
	 Matthew D. Johnson
	 Eugene L. Winkels
3	 Paul H. Beard
	 John E. Blann Jr
	 Pierangelo P. Llamas
4	 Robert L. Loftus Jr.
	 Eric C. Marble
	 Ricardo Martinez
5	
	 Glenn P. Coopey
	 Harry H. Jones
	 Donald W. Lassiter
	 James C. Mutzabaugh
6	 Gary Hal Butler
	 Randy S. Taylor
7	 Nathan T. Barkis
	 Stanley Reinhold
8	 Fernando Caraballo
	 C. D. Davis
	 Donald E. Mason
	 Duane H. Smith
	 Walter E. Smith Jr
9	 Ken M. Papa
	 Quaid E. Smith
10	Thomas Wesley Carroll
	 Ace K. Hall
	 Robert D. Heard
	 William F. Hedrix
	 Joshua K. Hill
	 Russell W. Nichols
	 Anthony M. Pagliuca
	 Alfred T. Scanlon
11James R. Raynovic
	 Thomas C. Rogers
12	Thomas W. Calvin
	 Carl Fredricksen
	 E Gregory Galpin
	 Richard C. Hunsinger
	 Michael J. Irwin
	 Ray J. Lesniak
13	Timothy D. Lueck
15	John R. Honea
16	Clarence Ralph Allen Jr
	 Maurice D. Baker
	 Nicholas P. Baziotes
	 Robert G. Beer
	 Ralph L. Conder
	 William R. Gordon
	 Efrain Sanchez

17	Steven P. Balthazor
18	Frank R. Chambers
	 George P. Kalasountas
	 Douglas H. Kurbat
	 Mark W. Lueck
	 Shawn K. Sturtevant
19	Robert V. Hicklin
21	Brad M. Biglow
	 Michael F. Mangano
22	Everett B. Cox
23	Harman D. Cadis
23	Fred I. LaBell
	 Eric R. Smith
	 Billy D. Thomason
24	Helmut Manfred Streng
25	Gerry Massey Jr
26	Richard P. Fasano
27	James A. Contreras
	 Mark Tracy Messerly
28	John D. Jones
	 Frank L. Olson
29	Bruce A. Bouldin
	 Frederick M. Hammer
	 Richard L. Palozzi
30	Ken L. Lenhart
	 Terrence D. Mundy
31	James A. Osman Jr

June Birthdays
1	 Benjamin R. Carrillo
	 Larry Joe Manson
	 Wayne P. Marsh
2	 David W. Minton
3	 James F. Edgar
	 David C. Fitzpatrick
	 James A. Nafziger
4	 Steven Lee Gearhart
	 Raymond A. Hanna
5	 Gerald E. Coulter
	 Billy J. Larson
6	 Joseph C. Brown Jr.
	 Michael A. Kofta
	 David H. Main
	 David Watson
	 Glenn H. Yates
	 Kenneth J. Zerves
7	 Seamus O. Steele
	 Derreck J. Thompson
8	 Darrell D. Mandrell
	 Levi P. Medina
	 David J. Lanford

10	Bruce E. Fischer
	 James H. Meredith
	 Gary L. Rogers
11	Curtis L. Clark
	 Robert M. Haynes
	 Jose S. Ramirez
12	Uwe Nahrgang
13	James G. Miller
14	John K. Plover
	 Craig L. Smith
15	Scot M. Baker
	 David H. Gibson
	 James Edwin Miller
	 Timothy D’Wayne Tapia
16	William A. Garrard Jr
	 Donald Arthur Peterson
18	Jerry J. Gilmore
	 William E. McCusker
	 Robert L. Swoboda
19	Robert A. Carhart
21	Mathew A. Armer
22	John David Graham
	 Jacob W. Thompson
	 Brian D. Zeman
23	Gerald A. Garafola III
	 Heath W. Hare
	 Roger T. McKenzie
24	Rickey Jacobson
25	Christopher M. Liristis
	 Gevork Yaralyan
26	James W. Gibbs
	 Douglas S. Stenson
27	Anthony A. Flores Jr.
	 Thomas W. Foster
	 Dennis G. Keith
	 Robert E. Lehl
28	Richard A. Smith
29	Michael Clarke
	 Ronald Wayne Foncannon
	 Joseph W. Pendergast
	 Charles O. Thompson
30	Larry L. Gruebmeyer
	 Steve Johnston
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July Birthdays
1	 Landon C. Chandler
	 John L. Kettmann
	 Eric W. Wenzel
2	 Frank K. Bump
	 Jeffrey T. Burch
	 Erik T. Vincent
3	 James Leonard Hoover
4	 Randall W. Ahrens
	 Taylor Eugene Best
5	 Norman C. Romick
6	 Franklin Delano Gilbert
	 Steven P. LaBell
7	 Steve F. Beardsley
	 Michael E. Nease
8	 Raymond E. Carson
	 Christopher A. Hood
	 Ronald F. Larson
9	 Thomas A. LaFountain
10	Vartan Arabyan
	 William Wesley Begley
11	Franklin A. Manas

	 G Allen Nichols
12	Leonard W. Jeffery
	 Richard Ralph Webb
13	Cosmo Magliozzi
	 Daniel M. Miller
	 James H. Moulder
	 David R. Schafnit
	 Mark Stephen Vander Linde
14	Charles M. Scurr
	 Arno A Warnke
15	James L. Grone
	 Thomas E. Sheldon
16	Luis Flores
	 Michael Neal Mc Gee
	 David Lawrence Mc Kelvey
18	Rouben Beglarian
19	Fredrick M. Carrington
	 Frederick G. Kidston Jr.
	 Aureo Macaraeg
	 Darren J. Sygrove
20	Thomas E. Skoog
22	Brock W. Phillips
23	Nicholas Enoch
	 Robert F. Jump

24	Ronald R. Neal
25	Larry William Blair
	 E Warren Mattingly Jr
26	Paul Brannon
	 David P. Miller
	 Shawn L. Strohman
27	Richard W. Beall
	 Larry F. Bowman
	 Daniel Ellis
	 Donald J. Gray
28	Walter Lane Lockie
	 Charles H. Thurston
	 Chad T. Urich
29	Wesley Jean Borninkhof
	 Charles L. Conaway
	 Larry L. Frank
	 Bruce E. Halvarson
	 Mark Sportelli
30	Franklin O. Benedict
	 David B. Cunningham
	 Howard Stuart Goldman
31	Allen B. McDonald
	 Mark A. Reynolds
	 Leonard A. Williams Jr.
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Friends of the Arabian Tales
Five Star Friends

Donation of $100 or more 
in a 12-MONTH PERIOD

Mel Linberg 6/25
Jim Thomas 8/25

Marilyn Castleman 11/25 
(In memory of Don Castleman)

Four Star Friends
Donation of $75.00-$99.99 

in a 12-MONTH PERIOD

Larry Howard 8/25

How do I become a member of the “Five Star” Friends Program?
If your name is listed above, you are ready to become a member of the “Five Star” Friends Program!   
You can also increase your Star Rating by increasing your donation. If you convert your donation into 

a 2023 annual donation, your donation will end in the month indicated. Let us know if you want to 
be part of the “Five Star” Friends Program.  We are continuing our program to increase revenue and 

interest in the Arabian Tales. Donations to this fund will help offset the cost of delivering The Arabian 
Tales to you and others.  Please consider becoming a FRIEND of The Arabian Tales.

Three Star Friends
Donation of $50.00-$74.99 

in a 12-MONTH PERIOD

Dodie Richmond 2/26
(in memory of Bob Richmond)

Two Star Friends
Donation of $20.00-$49.99 

in a 12-MONTH PERIOD
---

One Star Friends 
Donation of $10.00-$19.99 

in a 12-MONTH PERIOD

If you haven’t updated your 

Friends of the Arabian Tales 

information, don’t wait!

This would make a terrific gift 

in Honor or Memory of a special 

Shriner or Lady in your life!
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THANK OUR SUPPORTERS!

We have space
for your ad HERE

please contact
the Arabian Tales Editor

602-740-5635
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El Zaribah Shrine, El Zaribah Parades, Unit & Club Activities, Ladies Organizations, Holidays in United States Aug 2025 (Mountain Standard Time - Phoenix)

27 28 29 30 31 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 1 2 3 4 5 6

5pm - LOS MONTHLY 

6pm - DIVAN MTNG @ 

7pm - HP85 Stated 

12:30pm - Dentist

6:30pm - HP85 - Degree 

6:30pm - HP85 Practice 

8am - PAYSON PARADE

5pm - LOS Patrol Mtng @ CORNFEST (9am til 4pm daily) @ AUDITORIUM-FEZ-

CORNFEST (9am til 4pm 5pm - LOS MONTHLY 

6pm - DIVAN MTNG @ 

7pm - HP85 Stated 

Labor Day

6pm - SANDBAGGERS 

6:30pm - Ritualistic 

7pm - Clowns mtg @ 6:30pm - El Dulabs mtg @ 

7pm - LOS DIR STAFF 

7pm - Patrol mtg @ Patrol 

7pm - Transportation mtg 

WINSLOW SC YARD SALE @ WINSLOW SHRINE CLUB

11am - OATMAN SC 

4pm - MOHAVE SC OV @ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

AUGUST


